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“Lady Wisdom”  

 

I feel particularly excited and grateful for the lectionary reading for 

today, as the church calendar of assigned readings gives us what, to 

my mind, is one of the most fascinating and provocative images of 

God in all the Bible—which, as we’ll hear, is the personification and 

the speech of a mythical figure in the Old Testament book of Proverbs 

known as Lady Wisdom.  

 

The lectionary also designates today as "Trinity Sunday," which is odd 

in a sense because the Bible doesn’t really use Trinitarian formulas, 

as the Trinity was a later theological development, but there is a sense 

in which our scripture fits with the Trinity in that that throughout the 

long history of our faith, many have seen and heard echoes of Lady 

Wisdom in and through the second figure of the Trinity, through figure 

of Christ, as in the Bible both Lady Wisdom and Christ are said in 

some way to be with God in the beginning, as the first of God’s 

Creations, and as the ones through whom God goes about God’s 

creative and redemptive work.  

 



 

And yet still others throughout history have associated Lady Wisdom 

with the third person of the Trinity, with the Holy Spirit, as both names 

in the ancient languages are strongly feminine, and so speak to us of 

God as Mother, as a helpful counterbalance to the other traditional 

Trinitarian naming of God as Father.  

  

So, on this "Trinity Sunday," as we try to reflect a bit on this theological 

idea of one God in three persons, one way that I’ve heard the mystery 

of the trinity described involves tracing the history of this word 

"person" back to its Greek and Latin roots, where the word means 

literally a mask—a mask like that worn by an actor on a stage—and 

with the emphasis on the mask here less as concealing one's true 

identity, and more as allowing one to enter deeply into and play a role, 

to portray a character.  

 

So, with our reading, I invite you to imagine Lady Wisdom as one of 

the masks that God wears, one of the leading roles that God plays. 

And especially if you haven’t heard much or thought much about Lady 

Wisdom before, maybe today will be an invitation to discover a new 

favorite character in the great Drama of the Bible, and so a new way to 

imagine and understand who God is and how God works in the world 

and in our own lives.  

 



 

A reading now from the book of Proverbs:  
 

Does not wisdom call out? 
Does not understanding raise her voice? 

At the highest point along the way, 
at the crossroads, at the gates in front of town,    

  she takes her stand, and at the entrance cries out: 
 

“To you, O people, I call, 
and my cry is to all who live." 

 
God created me at the beginning, the earliest of his acts. 

From ancient, primordial times I was poured out, 
When there were no depths, I was brought forth, when there 

were no springs of water,  before the mountains, before the 
hills, before the open fields or the world’s first clods of 

dirt, I was there. 
When he founded the heavens, 

When he fixed the clouds above, when he set the sea’s limit, 
I was alongside him as a master architect. 

I was delight—day after day delight—rejoicing before God 
always, dancing upon the earth, and delighting also in 

humanity. 
 
      *** 
 
Lady Wisdom—these are beautiful words of hers, don’t you think? 

Wisdom calling out to all who live. Making her voice known in the most 

public places, free of charge and available equally to all. 

 



 

Eugene Peterson, a Presbyterian Pastor who lives now in the 

mountains of Montana, puts it this way in his contemporary 

paraphrase of this scripture: 

 

Do you hear Lady Wisdom calling? 
    Can you hear Madame Insight raising her voice? 

She’s taken her stand at First and Main, 
    at the busiest intersection. 

Right in the city square 
    where the traffic is thickest, she shouts, 

“You—I’m talking to all of you, 
    everyone out here on the streets!” 

 

She’s taken her stand at First and Main….Maybe I’ve mentioned this 

story before, about how when my mom first visited us here shortly 

after I arrived in Weybridge, I’ll never forget how we were standing on 

the steps outside after the service, and she said something like…it’s 

so wonderful to be here at your church, and maybe now we can go 

see downtown Weybridge?  

Well, that speaks I think to maybe how our Weybridge version of 

this scripture would put it….…Do you hear Lady Wisdom calling? Can 

you hear Madame Insight raising her voice? She’s taken her stand on 

Weybridge Hill, at the intersection of route 23, James Rd, and Quaker 

Village Rd…, She’s standing right where the traffic is thickest—all the 



 

bikers, and drivers, and walkers, and even the cows—calling out to all 

who pass by… 

Lady Wisdom – one Hebrew scholar has describes her fittingly 

as “the mediatrix of God’s presence” (Samuel Terrine)—the one who 

tries to go-between us and God by speaking to us in our most 

contemporary places and terms, trying to meet us wherever we are, 

even as our scripture also looks back into the deep past and imagines 

her as there at the very beginning of the beginning of everything…the 

very first of God’s creations, and the one who was with God before 

and as the world began to take shape…even helping God out with the 

work of creation as a sort of consulting architect and steadfast 

cheerleader…delighting at every step of the way…which makes me 

think of one definition of wisdom to consider for today maybe—

Wisdom as the experience of delight as the first response to 

life…Wisdom as dancing in this world which God has made…Wisdom 

as rejoicing in what is… 

 

To finish with Eugene Peterson’s take on it, here’s how his version of 

it continues and concludes:  

 
“You—I’m talking to all of you, 

    everyone out here on the streets! 
 



 

… 
 

“GOD sovereignly made me—the first, the basic— 
    before he did anything else. 

I was brought into being a long time ago, 
    well before Earth got its start. 

I arrived on the scene before Ocean, 
    yes, even before Springs and Rivers and Lakes. 

Before Mountains were sculpted and Hills took shape, 
    I was already there, newborn; 

Long before GOD stretched out Earth’s Horizons, 
    and tended to the minute details of Soil and Weather, 

And set Sky firmly in place, 
    I was there. 

When he mapped and gave borders to wild Ocean, 
    built the vast vault of Heaven, 

    and installed the fountains that fed Ocean, 
When he drew a boundary for Sea, 

    posted a sign that said NO TRESPASSING, 
And then staked out Earth’s Foundations, 

    I was right there with him, making sure everything fit. 
Day after day I was there, with my joyful applause, 

    always enjoying his company, 
Delighted with the world of things and creatures, 

    happily celebrating the human family. 
 

*** 

 
The Old Testament Scholar Walter Brueggemann begins his 
commentary on this scripture writing, “This text is one of the loveliest 
and most important biblical texts that respond to the question: “What 
is the world like? How does it work?” 



 

 
So indeed we can wonder about that question today—what is the 
world like, and how does it work? 
 
And as we wonder about it, we can consider what our scripture 
suggests…about how the world is made in and with and through 
wisdom…which means here that it’s made with delight, and love, and 
care that things fit together… and that it’s made with dancing and 
joyful applause as its first response, as its opening night review… 
 
And so Lady Wisdom delights of course in the trees and the rivers 
and the hills and the little clods of dirt just as God makes them to be, 
and so too in the end Lady Wisdom in the same way delights also in 
us just as God makes us to be… 
 
The message here, I’m afraid, can sometimes seem all too easy and 
simple and good to be true…as indeed we each experience different 
ways in which life seems not to be all dancing and joyful applause, 
different ways in which wisdom seems to elude us, and so one of the 
ideas our scripture leads me to ponder today is how, unlike maybe 
any other aspect of God’s creation, we can find ourselves in a type of 
struggle to accept and appreciate how God made things…One way 
for example being that we can find it hard to be the people that God, 
working through Lady Wisdom, makes us to be, and unfortunately 
too often we can struggle to accept others just as God, working 
through Lady Wisdom, makes them to be. 
 
And yet maybe also despite our struggles, or maybe because of our 
struggles, our scripture says that Lady Wisdom is right here with us 
as “the mediatrix of God’s presence,” right in the midst of our busy 
comings and goings, our everyday lives with their everyday 
struggles…right here on First and Main, or right here on Weybridge 
Hill, and in the most public and direct way possible, a type of public 
service announcement, she’s calling out to anyone who will listen, 
telling about how she was there in the beginning, and about how 



 

everything that is—including us, including you—was made with her 
help and with her delight. “You,” she says, “I’m talking to you.” 
 
Trying to follow the advice of this scripture, trying listen for Lady 
Wisdom this week as I invite you to try to do this week, I heard an 
echo of her call in a wise saying from the Trappist monk Thomas 
Merton….Merton puts it this way:  
 
“A tree gives glory to God by being a tree. For in being what God 
means it to be it is obeying [God]. It “consents,” so to speak, to 
[God's] creative love. It is expressing an idea which is in God and 
which is not distinct from the essence of God, and therefore a tree 
imitates God by being a tree.” 

A tree gives glory to God by being a tree, by being just what God, 
working through Lady Wisdom, created it to be.  

And when something is most itself, when a tree is most a tree, as 
when you are most you, Lady Wisdom tells us that there is delight, 
and dancing, and joyful applause in heaven and on earth.  

May it be so, and may we each, in our own ways, listen for Lady 
Wisdom’s call this week. Amen.  

 
 
 
 


