
 
 

We are an Open and Affirming, Creation Justice Congregation 
 

Order of Service     Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020 
 

We Gather in God’s Presence 
 

Light a candle and center yourself in the presence of God, connecting the light of the candle with the 

divine light within you. 

 

Remember the words of our welcome – “No matter who you are and no matter where you find 
yourself on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  

 

 

CREATION CARE MOMENT — This week’s Creation Care Moment comes from Rie Richard:  

 

“According to the Union of Concerned Scientists, (a "think tank" of  
scientists) microscopic particles in the air from smokestacks, tailpipes  
and wildfires cause respiratory and cardiovascular disease.  These  
"particulates" were decreasing but since 2016 they have increased in  
the United States due to weaker enforcement of federal air pollution  
standards. Today more than 20 million Americans live in areas which  
exceed the current particulate pollution standards. The Environmental  
Protection Agency is now administered by a former lobbyist for the coal  
industry.”  
 
 
CREATION POEM  -   “Look It Over,” by Wendell Berry  

 

I leave behind even 

my walking stick. My knife 

is in my pocket, but that 

I have forgot. I bring 

no car, no cell phone, 

no computer, no camera, 

no CD player, no fax, no 

TV, not even a book. I go 

 into the woods. I sit on 

 a log provided at no cost. 

 It is the earth I've come to, 

 the earth itself, sadly 

 abused by the stupidity 

 only humans are capable   

 of but, as ever, itself. Free. 

 A bargain! Get it while it lasts.



 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

 

SCRIPTURE             John 9: 1-11   The Message Version 
 

 

9 1-2 Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked, “Rabbi, 

who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?” 

3-5 Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking for someone to blame. There 

is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We need to be energetically 

at work for the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines. When night falls, the 

workday is over. For as long as I am in the world, there is plenty of light. I am the world’s 

Light.” 

6-7 He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the paste 

on the blind man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “Sent”). 

The man went and washed—and saw. 

8 Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those who year after year had seen him as a 

blind man begging were saying, “Why, isn’t this the man we knew, who sat here and 

begged?” 

9 Others said, “It’s him all right!” 

But others objected, “It’s not the same man at all. It just looks like him.” 

He said, “It’s me, the very one.” 

10 They said, “How did your eyes get opened?” 

11 “A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and 

wash.’ I did what he said. When I washed, I saw.” 

 

 

AT-HOME DEVOTIONAL – “LECTIO DIVINA” –On “5th Sundays” we often try new ways of 

worshiping. See below for this week’s Lectio Divina method of reading and reflecting on this 

scripture from your home. Daniel will be offering a short sermon on this scripture at the beginning of 
the 10:30 Zoom Fellowship Hour.  
 

 



 

 

 

Lectio Divina 
 
Lectio Divina, a Latin term, means “divine/ or sacred reading” and describes a way of 
praying with scripture in order to discern God’s still-speaking message for today.  
 
This method goes back to the monastic tradition of the 5th and 6th centuries as a way of 
reading the Bible in a time when not everyone had their own Bibles, or knew how to 
read.   
 
St. Benedict (c. 480 – 547) described Lectio Divina as “feasting on the Word,” and as 
“listening with the ears of the heart.”  
 
This ancient practice is being reclaimed by many today who hunger for Christian 
spiritual exercises that offer ways of reflection, contemplation, and meditation.  
 
Done either individually or in small groups, Lectio Divina involves four steps:  
 
1) Reading –Read the scripture out loud, savoring the sound and feeling of the words, 

listening for God’s message for you.    
 

2) Meditation – ponder, what word or phrase from the scripture speaks to you today? 
What word or phrase stands out to you, “has your name on it”?  Share aloud your 
word or phrase with others, or take note of it here __________________________. 
 

3) Prayer – read the scripture aloud a second time. As you continue to listen to 
the scripture, and to your word or phrase that speaks to you, reflect on:  

What does this word or phrase mean to you today? Where does it intersect with your 
life? What message/ invitation do you hear in it to take forward with you? Share 
aloud or journal your reflections here:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4) Contemplation – enjoy a minute or two of silent reflection, resting in God’s 
presence.  

We Respond to God’s Word 

 
HYMN     “Amazing Grace”        click here for piano accompaniment with lyrics  
 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS  

- We will be checking the church mailbox each week, so please continue to donate to our life and 
mission together through the mail. 

- This is our final week collecting our contribution to the wider church One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering. Learn more about OGHS here. Checks can be made out to the Weybridge 
Church with OGHS in the memo line. 

- Of note: the Mission Committee will be meeting by Zoom this week to discuss ways we as a 
church can best respond to the coronavirus crisis. Please be in touch as you hear of opportunities.   

 

 

 

DOXOLOGY  We sing together: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures 
here below; Praise God above ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Amp7PgY-DRE
https://www.ucc.org/oghs


 

 

Intercessory Prayer in exceptional times  

In times of restraint and physical distancing, when the body of Christ cannot meet in one 
place, we gather through the Holy Spirit in our many different places – house, apartment, 
room – and call out to you. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

Give courage and wisdom to national governments and local authorities to enforce public 
health regulations for the welfare of all and increase efforts to stop the spread of the virus 
that affects every human being. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

Breathe a spirit of love and self-discipline into your church that it continually promote and 
protect regulations and restrictions for the well-being of all. Strengthen our witness to 
embody examples of compassionate self-restraint. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

God, have mercy! Heal the sick, strengthen the elderly and vulnerable, protect all from the 
spread of COVID-19. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

God, have mercy! Support and protect all health care workers and all who serve the sick 
and those at high risk of infection. We remember in particular refugees and those serving 
them today. Reinforce all agencies that support public health. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

God, have mercy! Comfort and uplift those who are alone, isolated, oppressed by solitude 
and anxiety. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

God, have mercy on the whole human family and on your creation, especially hear our 
specific prayers that are now spoken out loud or in the silence of our hearts (...) Hear our 
cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  



Fill each and every heart with that trust in your grace that frees us and binds us together in 
communion in the one body of Christ. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

Send your Holy Spirit. Renew your church in its prayer and in solidarity with all its 
neighbors. Hear our cry, O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

Remember in your mercy all those who have died and will die today. [pause] Hear our cry, 
O God,  

Listen to our prayer.  

Trusting in your great compassion and unconditional promise always to be with us, we 
pray.  

Amen.  

And in our church family, let us keep in our prayers this week Dawn and Deirdre. 
Their sister Didi may have had a stroke and is back home in Adams, NY. Deirdre is 
there spending her vacation time tending her. Deirdre heads back to Albany hospital 
next Friday. Dawn asks prayers for Didi and Deirdre as she returns to her doctoring. 
 

We Depart to Serve God in the World 

BENEDICTION 

 

   “Remember,” by Julie Cadwallader Staub 

 

   There is no such thing as quantity in love 

   my mother said, correcting me. 

   No such thing as "much" love. 

   You can't count it. 

   No such thing as "all my love." 

   You can't contain it. 

   Love expands. 

   There's an endless supply. 

   I love you, she said. 

   That's sufficient. 

 

 

 

 You are welcome to join us at our Zoom Fellowship Hour, starting at 10:30am.  

https://zoom.us/j/831730372


 


